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NETWORK OPERATING TOOL 

Abstract of Disclosure 

A computer based system, computer program product, and method for managing 
network status message data flow. A computer based system, computer program product, 
and method are provided for managing the flow rate of network status messages to a 
remote network operations console. Detailed network status is abstracted into hierarchical 
levels of detail so that an appropriate level of detail can be provided from a flow control 
daemon to the requesting network operations console without exceeding a predetermined 
allocation of bandwidth set aside for network status reporting. 
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NETWORK OPERATING TOOL 

Background of Invention 

[0001] The present invention is directed to systems, methods, and computer program 
products for managing networks including network status message traffic and more 
particularly, systems, methods, and computer program products for preventing data 
overrun between a real time status manager and a network operations console. 

[0002] In a network control system (e.g., an Internet telephony control system), at least 
one switch (each switch controlling plural ports) is managed by at least one remote 
network operations console. As the number of switches and ports in the controlled 
network increases, the ability to remotely manage and/or monitor that network becomes 
an increasingly difficult challenge. The challenges posed by this problem are due to, 
among other things, (1) the space complexity of illustrating the status of the network in 
a visually compact area (e.g., on a screen) and (2) the limited amount of information that 
can be reliably communicated in a timely manner to a remote network operations 
console given bandwidth limitations. 

Summary of Invention 

[0003] One approach to addressing the space problem is to provide display that segments 
the information into a hierarchy of information. When a first portion of the hierarchy is 
displayed, other portions are hidden or shown in reduced detail (using one or a 
combination of text and graphics). 

[0004] One approach to addressing the problem of potentially large information transfer is 
require that die network operations console be connected to the network via a 
connection with sufficient bandwidth. Although this is possible in connection with a 
hierarchical display, the present inventor has recognized that this approach limits the 
flexibility that would be provided by allowing a network operations console to connect 
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to the network through any available communications channel (e.g., a dial-up 
connection). 

[0005] One challenge, then, as presently recognized, is to develop an approach to provide 
reliable and timely network status information to a remote network operations console 
through any available communications channel without sacrificing the ability to 
effectively manage the network from a remote tool. 

[0006] The present inventor recognized the benefit that would be derived from having a 
remote network management capability for managing a large network through any 
available communications channel. Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide an approach for remotely managing a large network without sacrificing the 
reliability or timeliness of the data received by the remote network operations console 
because of the bandwidth limitations of a connection (e.g., a dial-up connection, a DSL 
connection, or an ISDN connection). 

[0007] The present inventor has also recognized that all of the available detailed network 
status information is not required simultaneously to effectively manage the network. 
Accordingly, a further object of the present invention is to provide an approach for 
abstracting detailed network status information into a hierarchy of increasing detail so 
that network status information can be presented to a network operations console at a 
level of detail that can preserve bandwidth, yet provide the level of information desired 
by a remote user (e.g., network administrator) of a network operations console. 

[0008] The present inventor has also recognized that by providing a tunable data overmn 
prevention capability, the amount of bandwidth allocated to network status information 
messages being sent to a remote network operations console can be adjusted to meet the 
needs of those responsible for managing the network. Accordingly, a further object of 
the present invention is to provide a tunable capability to prevent data overrun by 
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network status messages on connections from a remote network operations console to 
the network. 



[0009] To address the above-described and other objects, the present inventor has invented 
a novel computer based system, method, and computer program product by which the 
amount of network status information sent to a remote network operations console could 
be controlled, allowing the remote management of the network with reliable and timely 
network status information. 

[0010] In one embodiment of the present invention, a configurable data flow management 
daemon is configured to allocate a predetermined amount of bandwidth (e.g., certain 
sized messages or a total number of bytes/second in variable length messages) to be 
used for reporting network status information to a remote network operations console 
through a connection. The network status information is maintained in a hierarchical 
manner so that the appropriate level of detail can be provided to the remote network 
operations console without exceeding the predetermined bandwidth that has been 
allocated to network status messages by the data flow management daemon. The 
hierarchical representation of the network status information allows the remote network 
operations console user to request more detailed information on those portions of the 
network that are of particular interest. The data flow management daemon will then 
provide more detailed information for those portions of the network of concern to the 
remote network operations console user without exceeding its status bandwidth 
allocation. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[001 1] A more complete appreciation of the present invention, and many of the attendant 
advantages thereof, will be readily obtained as the same becomes better understood by 
reference to the following detailed description when considered in connection with the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 
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[0012] Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of an electronics portion of the workstations used 
in the system; 

[0013] Figure 2 is a block diagram showing an overall system configuration for one 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0014] Figure 3 is a block diagram showing mechanisms of a network operations console 
and a flow control daemon shown in Figure 2; 

[0015] Figure 4 is a screen capture of an exemplary initial control interface of the general 
graphical user interface of a network operating tool user interface; 

[0016] Figure 5 is a screen capture of an interface showing an exemplary summary table 
showing the percentage usage of switches; 

[0017] Figure 6A is a screen capture of an interface showing status of individual ports of 
switches selected from the interface of Figure 5; 

[0018] Figure 6B is a screen capture of additional details that can be selected from a 
portion of the interface of Figure 6A; 

[001 9] Figure 7 is a screen capture of real-time call detail information for a switch 
specified using the interface of Figure 6 A; 

[0020] Figure 8 is a screen capture of call and account information for an on-going or 
completed call; 

[0021] Figure 9 is a screen capture of the statuses of hosts/gateways; 

[0022] Figure 10 is a screen capture of exemplary processes running under the control of 
the present system; 
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[0023] Figure 1 1 is a screen capture of alarms that can be monitored using the interface of 
Figure 4; 

[0024] Figure 12 is a screen capture of users (e.g., network administrators) that are logged 
in simultaneously for administering the network; 

[0025] Figure 13 is a schematic illustration of a data structure for holing real-time status 
updates; 

[0026] Figure 14 is a schematic illustration of the priority filling (right-to-left) of a buffer 
by a real-time data source while a delayed data source waits; 

[0027] Figure 15 is a flowchart showing the combined process of transmitting data and 
controlling bandwidth; 

[0028] Figure 16 is an exemplary data field structure showing a network status messages 
of a low level of resolution; 

[0029] Figure 17 is an exemplary data field structure showing network status messages of 
a medium level of resolution; 

[0030] Figure 18 is an exemplary data field structure showing network status messages of 
a high level of resolution; 

[0031] Figure 19 is an exemplary time shce showing the varying levels of detail at which 
the network status information may be reported; and 

[0032] Figures 20A-20C illustrate exemplary user interfaces for tracking an account of a 
customer selected from a list or entered manually. 

Detailed Description 
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Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals designate identical 
or corresponding parts throughout the several views. Figure 1 is a schematic illustration 
of a computer system for managing a computer network having plural ports. A portion 
of the management includes managing the volume of network status messages sent to a 
network operations console. A computer 100 implements the method of the present 
invention, wherein the computer housing 102 houses a motherboard 104 which contains 
a CPU 106, memory 108 (e.g., DRAM, ROM, EPROM, EEPROM, SRAM, SDRAM, 
and Flash RAM), and other optional special purpose logic devices (e.g., ASICs) or 
configurable logic devices (e.g., GAL and reprogrammable FPGA). The computer 100 
also includes plural input devices, (e.g., a keyboard 122 and mouse 124), and a display 
card 1 10 for controlling monitor 120. In addition, the computer system 100 further 
includes a floppy disk drive 1 14; other removable media devices (e.g., compact disc 
119, tape, and removable magneto-optical media (not shown)); and a hard disk 1 12, or 
other fixed, high density media drives, connected using an appropriate device bus (e.g., 
a SCSI bus, an Enhanced IDE bus, or a Ultra DMA bus). Also connected to the same 
device bus or another device bus, the computer 100 may additionally include a compact 
disc reader 1 18, a compact disc reader/writer unit (not shown) or a compact disc jukebox 
(not shown). Although compact disc 1 19 is shown in a CD caddy, the compact disc 119 
can be inserted directly into CD-ROM drives which do not require caddies. In addition, 
a printer (not shown) also provides printed listings of network information as reported to 
a network operations console. 

As stated above, the system includes at least one computer readable medium. 
Examples of computer readable media are compact discs 119, hard disks 1 12, floppy 
disks, tape, magneto-optical disks, PROMs (EPROM, EEPROM, Flash EPROM), 
DRAM, SRAM, SDRAM, etc. Stored on any one or on a combination of computer 
readable media, the present invention includes software for controlling both the 



Page 7 of 45 



hardware of the computer 100 and for enabling the computer 100 to interact with a 
human user. Such software may include, but is not limited to, device drivers, operating 
systems and user applications, such as development tools. Such computer readable 
media further includes the computer program product of the present invention for 
managing a network from a network operations consoles. The computer code devices of 
the present invention can be any interpreted or executable code mechanism, including 
but not limited to scripts, interpreters, static or dynamic link libraries, Java classes, and 
complete executable programs (e.g., written in Visual Basic, C, or C-H-). 

[0035] As shown in Figure 2, a controlled network includes plural switches (labeled 

"Switchl 13A" and "Switchn 13B"). As would be appreciated from the numbering used, 
an arbitrary number of switches, ''n" are supported by the present invention, where n is 
at least one. Each of the switches 13A and 13B includes plural ports, each with a 
corresponding interface II. As would be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art, 
each port may be either a physical port (e.g., connected to (1) a telephone, (2) a 
computer via modem, (3) a computer by Ethernet or (4) a facsimile machines) or a 
logical port (e.g., connected to a voice bridge, a voice response unit or a voice 
recognition unit) that is implemented using at least one of software and hardware. Ports 
may hkewise connect to lines from telephone trunks (e.g., Tl, El, or T3) or adapters for 
any other communication channel. Svritches 13A and 13 B in the network are either uni- 
directional or bi-directional. Preferably, to allow scalability, the system utilizes fully- 
redundant, load-balanced, distributed processes and hardware that can grow in four 
ways: (1) Larger, faster single systems, (2) Multiple CPUs, (3) Multiple Systems, and 
(4) Multiple Platforms, 
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[0036] The real time status manager 12 (under control of a control program, not shown) 

manages the switches SWITCHl 13A and SWITCHn 13B through control lines L2. The 
real time status manager 12 ensures that a switch is allocated or freed as requested by a 
connection daemon (not shown). Such connections can be used to route telephone calls 
between a caller and a calleejoin multiple participants on a conference call via a bridge, 
etc. As the switches respond to connection requests, and as users disconnect from calls, 
the switches 13A and 13B send per-port status updates (e.g., status changed to "dialing," 
status changed to "ringing," status changed to "supporting a fax," and status changed to 
"supporting a voice call") to a real time status manager 12. 

[0037] The real time status manager 12 then provides detailed network status information 
concerning every port of every switch in the network to a flow control daemon 1 5 
through a high bandwidth connection L3. The high bandwidth connection L3 may be an 
Ethernet local area network, an ATM network or other high bandwidth connection. 

[0038] Figure 3 shows the mechanisms implemented by the network operations consoles 
16A, 16B and the flow control daemon 15 in greater detail The network operations 
consoles 16 A, 16B include a network operating tool user interface 22 and an 
input/output mechanism 23. The flow control daemon 15 includes a network status 
reporting mechanism 21 that receives network status information through a network 
status monitoring mechanism 20 that is performed by the real time status manager 12. 
The network status monitoring mechanism 20 provides continuous notifications of 
changes in the status of ports of switches. 

[0039] Generally, with reference to Figure 2, the user of a network operations console 

(16A or 16B) tracks network status information through the network operating tool user 
interface 22. To avoid data overflows, in one embodiment, the network operations 
consoles 16 A, 16B request status information through at least one flow control daemon 
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15, instead of directly from the real-time status manager 12. In an alternate embodiment, 
the network operations consoles 16 A, 16B request status information directly from the 
real-time status manager 12. 

[0040] As shown in Figure 4, a graphical user interface-based network operations console 
16A and 16B, includes a main interface 200. The main interface 200 includes a 
graphical icon 210 for each of the flow control daemons 15 that the network operations 
console 16 communications with. In the illustrated embodiment, there are two flow 
control daemons that can provide the interface 200 with information (as is discussed in 
more detail below). Since both daemons 15 are operating correctly, the both show the 
same color (e.g., green) such that the user can know how they operating at a glance. If 
one daemon 15 was experiencing mild problems, its associated icon would change to a 
second color (e.g., yellow) to indicate the intermittent errors. However, if severe errors 
were occurring or a daemon was unreachable altogether, its associated icon would be 
illustrated with a third color (e.g., red). 

[0041] Also on the interface 200 (e.g., in the first row along with the icons 210), a 

summary of the status of terminating switches (labeled "TSS") and originating switches 
(labeled "OSS") are also provided. Thus, at a glance, the user is also able to tell overall 
port usage. Similarly, a numeric coimt or graphical indication of the number of alarms 
(e.g., a "switch not responding" alarm) is provided. Likewise, in one embodiment, a 
version number is shown to remind a user of the capabilities of the interface 200. 

[0042] By selecting one of the buttons 220 of the interface 200, a user can obtain 

information on calls, switch statuses, hosts, processes running (e.g., on switches or 
computers running the flow control daemon 15), alarms, acknowledgments, users, or a 
configuration of the interface. Likewise, the user can choose to quit using the interface 
200. In response to selecting the "SS" button, the network operations console 16A 
displays a scrollable list of switches (terminating and/or originating) 300 and a series of 
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usage bars 320a and 320b representing their relative usages. When usage of a switch is 
below a specified threshold, the usage bars 320a indicate an "okay" condition using a 
first color (e.g., green). When usage of a switch is above a specified threshold, the usage 
bars 320b indicate a "danger" condition using a second color (e.g., red). 

[0043] Each of the switches also has a corresponding check box 310. When the "SS 

Status" switch 330 is selected, additional information about each switch with a selected 
check box is displayed in a scrollable summary status window 400, as is shown in 
greater detail in Figure 6A. The scrollable summary status window 400 includes status 
bars 410 which indicate a status of each (or substantially each) port in the corresponding 
switch. Status bars 410 can represent any number of conditions (e.g., idle, dialing, 
ringing, in use for fax, and in use for voice) using various colors or patterns. 

[0044] As shown in Figure 6B, the summary status window 400 also allows the name 

(e.g., PTl, PT2, or OCl) of a span to be selected such that a more detailed information 
box 430 is displayed. The box 430 typically displays static or semi-static information 
about a span (as opposed to the real-time data of Figure 7, discussed in more detail 
below). 

[0045] Like the smaller interface 300 of Figure 5, the scrollable summary status window 
400 also includes check boxes 420. Selecting a check box 420 triggers the network 
operations console 16 to display a span call summary window 500, as shown in Figure 
7. The window 500 includes account numbers, dialed numbers, call identifications, 
states/statuses, times, hosts, and version information about the call (e.g., whether it is a 
phone-to-phone (p2p) call, a PC client-to-phone (c2p) call, or a switch service being 
used (e.g., 9.0)). As will be discussed below in greater detail, the information in the 
summary status window 400 requires a greater amount of data to be transferred from the 
flow control daemon 15 to the console 16. As a result, the number of check boxes 420 
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that may be selected at any one time may be severely limited, and the operations console 
16 may automatically unselect a number of other check boxes 420 each time a new 
check box is selected. Besides viewing information, the span call summary window 500 
can also be used to select a particular port and perform additional functions on the port 
(e.g., get even more detailed status, hang up on the call, unlock a locked port, 
check/send messages to a port, or clear and end-of-call status). Generally, though, a user 
monitors the changes in the specified port(s)? status as new real-time messages arrive. 

[0046] If a user were to select the call information, at least one of the two screens of 
Figure 8 are displayed by the console 16 such that the user can identify the 
characteristics of the call and the corresponding user. Such call characteristics include 
the IP address of the call, its port, and the length of time that the call has been active. 
Such user characteristics include the name, address, telephone number, and account of 
the user. 

[0047] As was discussed with reference to Figure 4, the main interface 200 also includes a 
button labeled "Host." Activation of that button causes the console 16 to display another 
window (Figure 9) that shows the statuses of various hosts (e.g., gateways) in the 
network. A user can quickly see if there are any problems that need to be corrected or 
logged. 

[0048] Similarly, the main interface 200 also includes a button labeled "Proc." Activation 
of that button causes the console 16 to display another window (Figure 10) that shows 
the currently running processes for controlling the network and port assignments. 

[0049] Likewise, the main interface 200 also includes a button labeled "Aim." Activation 
of that button causes the console 16 to display another window (Figure 1 1) that shows 
the status of any uncleared alarms. Alarms can occur to inform a user of breaks in data 
communication or that a switch has not changed status in a long time, indicating an 
error, even though the switch has not reported an actual error. 
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[0050] Also, the main interface 200 also includes a button labeled "User." Activation of 
that button causes the console 16 to display another window (Figure 12) that shows the 
number of currently running consoles 16 and the users associated with those consoles. 

[005 1] As discussed above, in an embodiment using redundancy, a redundant flow control 
daemon that is identical in every way to the flow control daemon 15 also receives the 
detailed status information from the real time status manager 12 through a high 
bandwidth connection L3 but does not send messages to network operations consoles 
while the primary flow control daemon 15 is operational. A redundant flow control 
daemon provides added reliability to the system. The flow control daemon 15 is a 
process that resides on a networked workstation that can communicate to a network 
operations console 16A, 16B through a connection LI (e.g., a dial-up connection, a DSL 
connection, or an ISDN connection). Such an embodiment is preferably coupled with 
physically separate networked centers that house completely redundant administration 
complexes. In progress call information and call detail can then be replicated in real time 
using an Active/Active Model. In fact, either center can handle entire load. 

[0052] The flow control daemon 15 stores call connection information (e.g., the name, 
account number, and current balance) for ports of the switches in a database that is 
accessed through a real time database daemon 17. The flow control daemon is connected 
to the real time database daemon through a high bandwidth connection L3 which may be 
an Ethernet local area network, an ATM network, or other high bandwidth connection. 
The flow control daemon 15 requests call connection information from and provides 
updated call connection information to the database by communicating with the real 
time database daemon 17. 
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[0053] As discussed above, in one embodiment of the present invention, the real time 

status manager 12 provides changes in status to the flow control daemon 15. Given the 
potentially large number of ports in the network, providing only status change 
information can improve the performance of the network status reporting. The flow of 
network status information between the real time status manager 12 and the flow control 
daemon 15 through the connection L3 is continuous. The flow control daemon 15 then 
merges the call connection information from the real time database daemon 17 with the 
status information from the real time status manager 12 as needed. 

[0054] The flow control daemon 15 controls the volume of merged information sent to the 
connected network operations consoles 16A, 16B. The number and sizes of messages 
that are allocated to network status information between a flow control daemon 15 and a 
network operations console 16 A, 16B is a configurable quantity, that can be specified, 
for example, in a configuration file resident on the workstation on which the flow 
control daemon 1 5 resides. In other embodiments, the quantity is set via a local or 
remote (e.g., Web) graphical interface or by reading from a database. In yet another 
embodiment, the network operations console 16 A, 16B transmits connection 
information to the flow control daemon 1 5 which aids in determining how much 
bandwidth on the connection LI to allocate to network status messages. 

[0055] As discussed above with reference to Figure 6 A, The network status reporting 

mechanism 21 determines, based on available bandwidth and the number of check boxes 
420, the amount of network status information that should be reported back to the 
network operating tool user interface 22. In making this determination, the network 
status reporting mechanism will determine if the amount of network status information 
requested through the network operating tool user interface 22 exceeds the bandwidth 
allocated for network status messages on the link LI to that particular network 
operations console 16 A, 16B. If the requested amount of network status information 
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does not exceed the allocated bandwidth, the network status reporting mechanism will 
provide all requested network status information. However, if the amount of network 
status information exceeds the allocated bandwidth, the network status reporting 
mechanism 21 will compensate in one of two ways. In the first way, the system provides 
network status information to the highest level of detail that can be accommodated 
without exceeding the bandwidth allocated to network status information for that 
particular network operations console 16 A, 16B. The network status reporting 
mechanism 21 may also take into account dynamic network characteristics (e.g., 
congestion) when determining how much information to transmit. In the second way, 
the system automatically unchecks some number of check boxes 420 every time a new 
check box 420 is checked. In low bandwidth situations, only one check box 420 may be 
checked at a time. In such an embodiment, the check box 420 actually acts as a mutually 
exclusive radio button. 

[0056] Generally, the system Umits the number of ports whose statuses can be displayed 
(see Figure 7) such that the bandwidth of the link LI between the flow control daemon 
15 and the console 16 is not exceeded. The system can then devote the remaining 
bandwidth not used by the real-time messages (see Figure 7) for additional summary 
information (see Figure 6A). In order to perform automatic message throttling, the flow 
control daemon 1 5 also intersperses dummy messages (or messages with special 
headers) that need to be acknowledged by the console before the daemon 15 will send 
any additional messages. This acknowledgment protocol ensures that the amount of 
bandwidth needed to send the real-time messages is preserved at the expense of being 
able to send fewer summary messages. 
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[0057] As shown in Figure 13, generally real-time status changes are received by the flow 
control daemon 15 from the real-time status manager 12. The changes are placed in a 
summary table 600 where the data structure representing spans has a sufficient amount 
of space to hold the status of each port. (It is possible that adjacent spans will have 
different numbers of ports, so the data structure preferably includes the ability to 
represent varying length spans.) Since the real-time information is simply changes, the 
table 600 is essentially updated in a random fashion (e.g., span 1, port 1 goes to ringing, 
then span 4, port 6 goes to end-of-call). The entire span need not be updated. After 
having sent out the requested real-time information, the summary information 
corresponding to the next span is sent out. For example, the summary information of 
span 1 is sent out, then real-time information, then more real-time information, then the 
summary information for span 2. After the summary information for Span N has been 
sent out, the next set of summary information to be sent out is from Span 1 again. The 
Span 1 summary information will include any changes to the ports of Span 1 since the 
last time that the summary information for Span 1 was sent out. 

[0058] The network status information is sent from the flow control daemon 1 5 to the 
network operations consoles 16A, 16B using a protocol that will enforce the requisite 
reliability, such as TCP/IP. A reliable protocol such as TCP/IP requires 
acknowledgment of receipt of a number of packets prior to sending subsequent packets, 
and TCP/IP provides for retransmission of lost packets. By using TCP/IP, the users of 
network operations consoles 16 A, 16B can have confidence in the information being 
displayed through the network operating tool user interface 22. In an embodiment where 
reliability is less important, a datagram protocol (e.g., UDP) may replace TCP-based 
messaging. 
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[0059] As shown in Figure 14, the flow control daemon 15 fills the buffer 700 using real- 
time data R from a real-time data source 705 (i.e., the holding area from the real-time 
status manager 12) when it is available, and using the summary data D from a delayed 
source (i.e., the summary table 600) when there is additional band-width. After a 
number of messages has been written to the buffer 700, the TCP/IP library sends data 
from the buffer 700 to the console 16 over link 720. Since TCP does not specify when 
the buffer will be emptied, the system includes messages E to be acknowledged that 
establish flow control. Such messages are acknowledged on link 730 which may be the 
same or a different socket or link 720. 

[0060] Generally, the combined transmission and flow control process of the present 
invention is shown in Figure 15. Figure 15 illustrates that if no other messages have 
been received, then the timer expired and there is sufficient bandwidth to send out a 
summary table entry. Otherwise, if a real-time message has been received (and the user 
is currently looking at them, then the real-time message has priority). All the while, 
bandwidth must be checked to make sure that there is sufficient available bandwidth to 
send the real-time data as it becomes available. 

[0061] The network operations consoles 16 A, 16B also include an input/output mechanism 
23. The input/output mechanism 23 provides a mechanism through which the network 
operations consoles 16 A, 16B can interact with external components. For example, the 
input/output mechanism 23 allows the printing of network status information reports to 
an external printer (not shown) as requested by the user through the network operating 
tool user interface 22. 
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[0062] As described above, the flow control daemon 15 receives all detailed network 

status change information from the real time status manager 12. In one embodiment of 
the present invention, this detailed network status information can be abstracted into a 
hierarchical representation of the information at increasing levels of resolution. For 
example, the users of network operations consoles 16A, 16B may only desire summary 
information on the network. In such a case, the network status may be reported as, for 
example, a percentage of the network that is busy, or a report of system-wide status 
based on the current state of the ports (e.g., 20% of the network ports have a status of ? 
idle?, 10% of the network ports have a status of ?ringing?, or 75 of 96 ports in use). 

[0063] Figure 16 shows an exemplary network status message at a low level of resolution, 
albeit more detailed than a summary report. As shown in Figure 16, the network status 
message includes a data field corresponding to each switch 13 A, 13B in the network. At 
this level of resolution, the individual statuses of each of the ports of each of the 
switches 13 A, 13B would be rolled up to a single status attribute for that switch 13 A, 
13B. Information presented at this low level of resolution can indicate to the users of 
network operations consoles 16 A, 16B, for example, that all ports of a particular switch 
13A are experiencing no problems. With this information, the user of a network 
operations console 16A, 16B may decide that no further resolution as to the status of the 
ports of that particular switch 13A is required. Furthermore, the network status 
information can be viewed by the user in logical groupings of switches, as shown in 
Figure 16. 

[0064] Figure 17 shows a network status message of a medium level of resolution. As 
shown in Figure 17, each network status message corresponds to a particular switch 
13 A, 13B. At this medium level of resolution, each port of a switch 13 A, 13B (e.g., 
ports 1-24 for SWITCHl) has a corresponding status attribute (e.g., idle, initialized, 
ringing, answered, hang-up, error) in the message. Accordingly, at this increased level of 
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resolution, it would take n messages to report network status, whereas at a low level of 
resolution, it would take a single message. 

[0065] Figure 18 shows a network status message of a high level of resolution. As shown 
in Figure 18, each network status message corresponds to a particular port of a particular 
switch 13 A, 13B. At this high level of resolution, each port of a switch 13 A, 13B has a 
corresponding status message. Each status message contains n attributes through which 
detailed information concerning a connection (e.g., customer number, account number, 
balance) to a particular port can be reported. Accordingly, at this high level of 
resolution, it would take 24 messages to report the status of a switch 13 A, 13B with 24 
ports (i.e., one message per port for each of the 24 ports), whereas at a medium level of 
resolution, it would take a single message to report the network status of a particular 
switch 13 A, 13B. 

[0066] As described above, the detailed network status information can be abstracted into 
a hierarchy of varying levels of detail. Therefore, the level of detail requested by the 
user through the network operating tool user interface 22, the configuration of the flow 
control daemon 15, and the level of detail of network status provided can be balanced so 
as to prevent data overrun between the flow control daemon 1 5 and the network 
operations console 16A, 16B, while still providing the user of the network operations 
console 16 A, 16B with an appropriate level of network status information. 

[0067] Furthermore, the level of detail of the network status information sent to a 

particular network operations console 16 A, 16B by a flow control daemon 15 may vary 
across the network depending on the request made by the user. Figure 19 shows an 
exemplary time slice showing the varying levels of detail at which the network status 
information may be reported to a particular network operations console 16 A, 16B. As 
shown in Figure 19, for an exemplary network consisting of seven switches 13 A, 13B, 
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the flow control daemon 15 may report network status at a low level of resolution for 
switches SWITCHl, SWITCH4, SWITCH5, and SWITCH7; at a medium resolution for 
SWITCH2 and SWITCH3; and at a high level of resolution for SWITCH6. 

[0068] The processes set forth in the present description may be implemented using a 

conventional general purpose microprocessor programmed according to the teachings in 
the present specification, as will be appreciated to those skilled in the relevant arts. 
Appropriate software coding can be readily prepared by skilled programmers based on 
the teachings of the present disclosure, as will also be apparent to those skilled in the 
relevant arts. 

[0069] The present invention thus also includes a computer-based product which may be 
hosted on a storage medium and include instructions that can be used to program a 
computer to perform a process in accordance with the present invention. The storage 
medium can include, but is not limited to, any type of disk including floppy disks, 
optical disks, CD ROMs, magneto-optical disks, ROMs, RAMs, EPROMs, EEPROMs, 
flash-memory, magnetic or optical cards, or any type of media suitable for storing 
electronic instructions. 

[0070] In addition to the real-time monitoring of calls, the system of the present invention 
can also query the real-time database daemon 17 for information about an account that is 
either entered manually or selected from one of the interface screens illustrated in 
Figures 7 and 8, As a result, the system displays at least one interface for showing a 
billing/call history associated with the specified account. Exemplary interfaces are 
shown in Figure 20A, 20B, and 20C. 
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[0071] When the system of the present invention also performs call rating/pricing, the 
system considers any one of the following: Pre-classification of special numbers (e.g. 
Help desk), dialed number (DN) Blocking (system wide: country, city, down to DN), 
'^XXX Service codes (e.g. voice mail, *800 ad-calls), Call Center Identification, 
Country/City determination (incl. blocking per rate table). Rate Selection 
(Individualized customer to rate table mapping), and Surcharges (e.g., for ANI, DNIS, 
DNIS-Country, Fax, Info Digits: Operator, coin, prison). Similarly, the system can 
determine talk time (Hot Billing) and Route Selection and supports dynamically 
changeable rate tables. To keep costs low, the system chooses a least cost routing from a 
set of carriers to the best carrier to terminate the call in real-time. Rate-Table specific 
routing offers better quality routes based on price. Calls are automatically routed around 
Tl's or Gateways that are having problems, have failed, or have been manually taken out 
of service for maintenance or upgrades. Remote Administration facilities enable tables 
to be maintained. 

[0072] Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of the present invention are 
possible in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within the 
scope of the appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherwise then as 
specifically described herein. 

Claims 

[cl ] 1 . A computer implemented system for managing a flow of network status messages 
to a network operations console, comprising: a processor; and a computer readable 
medium encoded with processor readable instructions that when executed by the 
processor implement, a network status gathering mechanism configured to ascertain 
a network status, a network status reporting mechanism configured to report said 
network status to said network operations console, and a network status reporting 
level determination mechanism configured to determine a level of detail to report 
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said network status to said network operations console based on at least one of user 
request and a predetermined allocation of bandwidth for use in reporting network 
status. 

2, The system of Claim 1, wherein: said network status reporting level determination 
mechanism is configured to determine said level of detail on a switch by switch 
basis. 

3. A method of managing a flow of network status messages to a network operations 
console, comprising the steps of: gathering network status; determining an 
appropriate reporting level at which to report network status based on at least one of 
user request and a predetermined allocation of bandwidth for use in providing 
network status; and providing network status to said network operations console at 
said appropriate reporting level from said determining step. 

4. A system for managing a flow of network status messages to a network operations 
console, comprising: means for gathering network status; means for determining an 
appropriate reporting level at which to report network status based on at least one of 
user request and a predetermined allocation of bandwidth for use in providing 
network status; and means for providing network status to said network operations 
console at said appropriate reporting level from said determining step. 

5, A computer program product, comprising: a computer storage medium and a 
computer program code mechanism embedded in the computer storage medium for 
causing a processor to facilitate the management of a flow of network status 
messages to a network operations console, the computer program code mechanism 
comprising: a first computer code device configured to gather a network status; a 
second computer code device configured to determine an appropriate reporting level 
at which to report network status based on at least one of user request and a 
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predetermined allocation of bandwidth for use in providing network status; and a 
third computer code device configured to provide network status to said network 
operations console at said appropriate reporting level determined by said second 
computer code device. 

Figures 
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 5 
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Figure 6B 
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Figure 7 
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Figure 8 
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Figure 9 
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Figure 12 
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Figure 13 
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Figure 16 



SPAN 1 OR GROUP 1 [ Switch^ | Switch^ | Switch3 
SPAN 2 OR GROUP 2 



Switchjs 



SPAN X OR GROUP x Switch,, 



O 

w 

m 
m 

H 
Q 

m 
m 



Page 39 of 45 



Figure 17 
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Figure 18 
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Figure 20A 
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Figure 20B 
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Figure 20C 
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